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fever, and found nothing to indicate the existence of that disease in 
either case, the investigations having been made merely as a matter of 
caution. I have inquired of the president of the board of health and 
do not learn that any other cases of sickness have occurred in the city 
of a nature to call for investigation or special examination. 

I report these facts as a part of the work of the Service at this station, 
which would not appear in any other form. 

Eespectfully, yours, A. C. Smith, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

El Paso, Tex., August 6, 1899. — I have the honor to report the arrival 
of 3 mechanics from Tampico, Mexico, during the week ended August 5, 
1899. Their tickets showed they had been sixteen days away from 
Tampico. I disinfected their baggage here. 

Among the arrivals from Vera Cruz was 1 French passenger and his 
wife, who refused to allow our inspectors to disinfect their baggage in 
the City of Mexico. It was attended to here before their departure to 
California. 

A package containing samples of tobacco arrived here from Vera 
Cruz by Wells Fargo Express. The parcel was unpacked, the old wrap- 
per burnt in my presence, and the samples repacked in new canvas. 

Since Mexican passengers arriving on the Mexican Central sometimes 
stop over night or longer at Juarez, Mexico, before crossing into the 
United States, I meet every day the Mexican Central train several miles 
below Juarez, and at times, if they refuse to show their certificates and 
try to slip through, I demand their certificates at their entrance into 
the United States, but I have the satisfaction to state that except in a 
few cases all were able to show with their certificates that they were all 
right. 

I am opposed to the disinfection of packages from Vera Cruz arriving 
with "Wells Fargo Express, for reasons given in my communication to 
the assistant superintendent, a copy of which I herewith inclose. 
Very respectfully, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. S. 

[Inelosure.] 

El Paso, Tex., July 15, 1899. 

Sir : In reply to your communication I have to inform you that such articles com- 
ing from Vera Cruz and Cordoba as require disinfection or fumigation, arriving at 
Juarez, Mexico, be disinfected or fumigated, as the case may demand, in the City of 
Mexico, thus preventing the unnecessary exposure to infection of some of your employees 
and contamination of goods in your charge from other points in Mexico to this place, 
a distance of some 1,200 miles. 

My time here is very much taken up, and once in a while I may be prevented from 
at once disinfecting or fumigating such articles as you may want to dispatch immedi- 
ately, therefore, it will be to the interest of Wells Fargo to have all such articles as 
need disinfection or fumigation done prior to their arrival here, thereby expediting 
their business. 

Very respectfully, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Mr. M. B. Davis, El Paso, Tex. 
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Laredo, Tex., August 9, 1899.— On August 8, at 6 p. m., I received a 
telegram from the Department : "Wire what is necessary for establish- 
ment of small detention camp. Have you any tents, and what personal 
service would be required!" I had to inspect the train that evening 
and could not inspect the ground on account of darkness, but answered 
as follows: "Have tents; require cook and 2 guards at about $2 per 
day, and barb wire fencing, cots, and bedding." On close inspection of 
premises in morning concluded would require 5 persons to establish 
camp, which I wired you. Place selected is at the quarantine station at 
the end of international railroad bridge. It has dry gullies or arroyos 
on two sides, the railroad on one side and the Eio Grande Eiver bank 
on the south side. The part to be fenced will be about 150 feet each way, 
and can not be made larger on account of arroyos. At a short distance 
further west, across the arroyo, is a suitable place for a hospital camp 
when necessary. "Water for the camp can be obtained from the river. 
I will put up 6 small tents, a dinning tent and kitchen tent. Will employ 
1 scavenger who will also act as guard within the inclosure, 1 cook 
(I have found a good cook who comes provided with kitchen utensils 
and tableware, including stove, tablecloths, etc.), at $2 per day. Two 
guards at $2.50 per day. I will have these guards remain without the 
inclosure. I have also the guard who is on duty at the same place used 
as baggage disinfector and guard. I will have him in general charge 
of camp. There is also a United States customs inspector on duty at 
the bridge, within hailing distance, day and night, in case of necessity. 
I will also require a telephone connection which will cost $3 per month. 
Guards and scavenger do not receive rations. The size of the inclosure 
and the situation permit 1 man to guard it without much difficulty. I 
am to have the corner posts of inclosure 12 or 13 feet high to place a 
light on top, and would prefer an electric light, but on account of 
to day's absence of the manager of company, I am unable to procure an 
estimate of the cost of lights. 

Eespectfully, yours, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

August 10 : I have the honor to submit the following report for the 
week ended August 5, 1899 : 

International foot and tramway bridge. — Vaccinated and entered, 3 ; 
refused entry, 13 ; passed without vaccination, 3,014 ; total inspected, 
3,030. 

Mexican National Railroad bridge. — Eefused entry to 5 persons during 
the week reported. All claimed to be from noninfected points. I 
receive daily a list of persons arriving at Tampico. None as yet have 
presented here for inspection. Travel from Mexico by railroad con- 
tinues light. Will have detention camp in working condition for 
morning of August 12, 1899. Eegulations are being enforced. 
Eespectfully, yours, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. H. H. S. 



